QUICK GRASS-----QUItf.

Quick-fixing Guns, a type of ordnance
of recent introduction, consisting of breech-
loading guns of comparatively small size,
the projectile and powder for which are
combined together in a metallic cartridge-
case, so that loading and firing are thus
facilitated. They are mounted on special
carriages provided with steel shields to pro-
tect the gunners, are fitted with special gear
for handling and aiming, and are fired by
electricity.

Quick Grass, QUITCH GBASS, or QUICKENS.
See Couch Grass.

Quick (or QUICKSET) Hedge, a live hedge
of any kind, especially one of hawthorn.

Quicklime.   See Lime.

Quicksand, a large mass of loose or mov-
ing sand mixed with water formed on many
sea-coasts, dangerous to persons who trust
themselves to it and find it unable to sup-
port their weight.

Quicksilver.   See Mercury.

Qui'etism, a religious movement in the
B. Catholic Church at the close of the 17th
and beginning of the 18th centuries, largely
of a mystic character. It owed its origin
to such works as the Spiritual Guide, of
Molinos, in which the devout were taught,
by contemplation, to bring the soul into
direct union with the Godhead, and so re-
ceive the infused heavenly light. The most
noted promoter of Quietism in France was
Madame Guyon (which see). Fenelon
became the advocate of Madame Guyou
and her writings in his Explication des
Maximes des Saints sur la Vie inte'rieure
(1697). Bossuet obtained (1699) a papal
brief which condemned twenty-three posi-
tions from Fenelon's book as erroneous; but
the humility with which the latter submitted
deprived his enemies of the fruits of their
victory; and it was the change in the spirit
of the times and not violence that gradually
buried Quietism in oblivion.

Quillai-bark (Quillaia Saponaria], the
bark of a South American tree belonging to
the wing-seeded section of the Kosaceae.
It is used to make a lather instead of soap
in washing silks, woollens, &c. It is called
also Quittaya-larlc.

Quillimane (kil-i-ma'ne), a town in East
Africa, in the Portuguese territory of Moz-
ambique, unhealthily situated about 15 miles
above the mouth of a river of the same
name (the northern branch of the Zambesi).
It carries on a considerable trade in gold,
ivory, wax, &c., and coal of good quality is
reported to be plentiful Pop, 3500.
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Quillota (kil-yo'ta), a town in Chili, in
the province of Aconcagua, 23 miles north-
east of Valparaiso. The copper-mines in
the vicinity are regarded as the richest in
Chili. The town has suffered severely on
different occasions from earthquakes. Pop.
12,000.
Quills, the large wing-feathers of birds,
and in a narrower sense the shafts or barrels
of these. The principal use of quills is still
for making pens, although they have been
largely superseded by steel and other metals
for this purpose. The best quills for pens
are those of the swan, but goose-quills are
most commonly used. Crow-quills are used
for fine writing and pen-and-ink drawing.
(See Pen.} Quills are also used for making
brushes, artificial flowers, and a number of
other articles, more especially toothpicks;
and the feather-ends have even been woven
into fine tissues.
Quiloa (keTo-a), or KILWA, a seaport of
East Africa on the Zanzibar coast Pop.
6000.
Quilon', a coast town in Madras, India, in
the state of Travancore, 35 miles north-west
of Trivandrum the capital, with a consider-
able export trade. It has a barrack for
European, troops, a hospital, and an Epis-
copal church. Pop. 13,588.
Quilting, a method of sewing two pieces
of silk, linen, or stuff on each other, with
wool or cotton between them, by working
them all over in the form of chequer or
diamond work, or in flowers.
Quimper (kan-par), a town and port in
France, capital of the department of Finis-
tfere, 4 miles south-east of Brest, at the head
of the estuary of the Odet, an old town
partly surrounded with walls flanked by
towers. The principal edifices are a fine
Gothic cathedral (1239-1493); the ruins of
a Cordelier church and cloister; the college,
the prefecture, military hospital, &c. The
manufactures are earthenware, leather, cor-
dage, &c. The .sardine fishery forms an
important occupation. Pop. 14,606.
Quimperle (kan-par-la"), a town of France,
dep. Finistere, beautifully situated among
hills at fte confluence of the Isole and Elle1.
Pop. 6500.
Quiii, JAMES, an eminent actor, of Irish
parentage, born in London in 1693, died at
Bath 1766. He made his first appearance
on the stage at Dublin in 1714; shortly
afterwards he obtained an engagement in
London, and gradually acquired celebrity
as a tragic actor as well as in characters of